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	Application to the

International Strategic 

Opportunities Program




	A: PROJECT PROFILE


	1. Project Title: 

Please be brief.

	     



	2. Project Contact Details:

Designated individual responsible for communication with the Ministry.
	Salutation: 
	     

	
	First Name
	     

	
	Middle Name:
	     

	
	Last Name:
	     

	
	Title:  
	     

	
	Address Line 1:  
	     

	
	Address Line 2:
	     

	
	City/Prov/Postal:
	     
	     
	     

	
	Telephone:   
	     

	
	Fax:  
	     

	
	E-mail: 
	     


3a.   Sector:

Identify the sector of focus for the project (this will be for administrative purposes only). Check one only.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agriculture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Materials & Advanced Manufacturing
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Life Sciences
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Information and Communications Technology
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Energy Technologies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Environmental Technologies

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Emerging Technologies


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify):      


3b.  Research Discipline & Area of Application:

Identify the appropriate primary and secondary research discipline(s) and area(s) of application using the form and links below  (this will be for administrative purposes only). Please use the most applicable code.

	Research Discipline Code:

	Area of Application Code:


	Primary:      
	Secondary:      
	Primary:      
	Secondary:      

	For Research Discipline Codes please see http://www.mri.gov.on.ca/english/programs/orf/ri/documents/disciplineCodes.pdf.
	For Area of Application Codes, please visit http://www.mri.gov.on.ca/english/programs/orf/ri/documents/areaDomainCodes.pdf.


	4. Reference Number (for office use only):
	5. Date of Application:
	6. Organization Originating Project:

Legal name of lead institution

	
	     
	     


	7.    Ontario Government Granting Programs
	Has this project applied to other Ontario government granting programs?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please specify:       


	B: PROJECT DESCRIPTION


	8a.  Project Brief:
Describe in no more than three lines, using simple and concise sentences, the objective and key elements of this proposal. Please Note: This summary description may be used, in whole or in part, in media releases or similar material, if the project is approved.

	     


	8b.  Proposal Summary:

Provide a project summary highlighting the project’s name, theme, activities, duration, geographic reach, total budget, partner contributions and the amount of the request to the Ministry. No more than one page. Please Note: The summary descriptions may be used, in whole or in part, in media releases or similar material, if the project is approved.

	     



	9.    Project Description:

Describe in more detail, under the headings below, how the research project will achieve each of the program’s objectives. No more than one page per objective. Examples of the type of material that could be included under each heading are provided in Appendix A.

	Facilitate excellent research of scientific importance:

     


	Increase Ontario’s long-term economic potential:

     


	Attract and retain top international research talent in Ontario:
     


	Enhance Ontario’s profile in the international research community:
     



	C: PROJECT LEAD AND PARTNERS




9. Project Lead and Partners:

Complete Appendix B “Project Lead and Partners” which will become part of the Agreement and will be updated regularly. The project “Officer” is the individual with legal authority to legally bind the organization.

A letter of participation must be received from each funding partner (both cash and in-kind contributions) of the international collaboration. That is, letters are to be received from all funding partners that will provide the remaining 50 percent of funding for the international collaboration activities, not the scientific research project itself. Letters should detail both the value and nature of the contribution.

In addition, a letter of support from an independent source that addresses the project’s ability to facilitate excellent research of scientific importance must be provided. This should come from an organization that will not receive any direct benefit from the research project or its results. 
11.
Proof of Non-Profit Status:

The lead organization must be one of the following Ontario institutions: university, affiliated research and teaching hospital, college or non-profit research institution. Please provide proof of not-for-profit status.

Please check one:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Affiliated Research Teaching Hospital



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 College



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit Research Institution

Legal Name: 
     
12.    
Project Leader Disclosure: 

Provide an overview demonstrating the lead organization’s ability to manage and achieve the project’s objectives.  

     
	D: FINANCE AND RESOURCES




13.     Project Plan:
Using the table below, summarize how Ministry funds will be used to deliver upon the program’s goals of facilitating world-class international research collaborations. The plan must indicate how the eligible activity will move the international research collaboration forward. For further detail on eligible activities and expenditures please refer to the ISOP Program Guidelines. Please list milestones and deliverables in chronological order and include a description of:
	#
	Project Management Milestones

Describe specific activities being undertaken and provide the approximate deadline date.
	Target Completion

- Project Year

	1
	     
	     

	2
	     
	     

	3
	     
	     

	4
	     
	     

	5
	     
	     


[image: image2.wmf]Add Additional Line


	#
	Research Grant Funding Milestones

Provide the name of the grant funding received and proposed (national, sub-national, international) including the approximate timeline for the decision.
	Target Completion

- Project Year

	1
	     
	     

	2
	     
	     

	3
	     
	     

	4
	     
	     

	5
	     
	     


[image: image3.wmf]Add Additional Line


	Other Strategic Initiatives

Provide the name of the activity, proposed date, location, and a description that illustrates how the activity will facilitate collaborative efforts between Ontario researchers and their international peers.

	#
	Activity
	Date
	Location
	Description

	1
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2
	     
	     
	     
	     

	3
	     
	     
	     
	     

	4
	     
	     
	     
	     

	5
	     
	     
	     
	     


[image: image4.wmf]Add Additional Line


Note: Add additional lines as required

Reporting Requirements: 

A annual status report will be required by the successful applicant, detailing the significant accomplishments and performance measures of the project, along with achievement of Milestones and Deliverables as set out in the above project plan in a form and substance satisfactory to Ontario, certified by an Officer of the Institution.

In addition, a final report will be required at the completion of the project. Ten percent (10%) of the ISOP funds will be held back until the final report is received. Reporting requirements will be detailed in the grant agreement with successful applicants.

14.       Project Budget

Complete Appendix C: Project Budget for each project year in the Excel spreadsheet provided. List eligible expenditures only. 

Successful applicants must provide an updated budget, which is to be submitted annually as part of regular reporting. Funds will be dispersed annually by direct deposit based on a reconciliation of year-to-date expenditures versus budget estimates, following the completion of project reporting requirements.

Please note in each year of the project a budget variance of up to a maximum of 10% will be taken into consideration for flowing of funds.

15.       Supporting Information:

List supporting material including funding and support letters, letters patent, etc.
     

	The undersigned confirms reading the ‘International Strategic Opportunities Program Guidelines’ document, and certifies, based on available knowledge, information and belief, acting reasonably, that the applicant is an Eligible Applicant, the proposal is an Eligible Proposal, and the costs and contributions are Eligible Costs and Contributions and that the application and information provided accurately describes the project activities to be undertaken and fully complies with the International Strategic Opportunities Program eligibility criteria. 

The undersigned agrees that if a grant is made, information about the award may be posted on the Ministry website and used in Ministry publications about the program. Information made public may include the name of the applicant, a brief description of the project and the amount of the award.

The undersigned acknowledges that the information and documentation provided may be shared with Ministry Staff, the internal Review Committee and others for the purposes of administering the ISOP program.
     
     
     
____________________________         _________________________          ___________

AUTHORIZED SIGNING OFFICER               SIGNATURE                                      DATE

PRINT NAME & TITLE                                                                 




Send a hard and electronic copy of this completed and signed form together with the required supporting documents to:

International Strategic Opportunities Program

Ministry of Research and Innovation

56 Wellesley Street West, 7th Floor

Toronto, Ontario M7A 2E7
E-mail: isop@ontario.ca
	If you have any questions please call:


	

	Didi Kaur

Senior Policy Advisor

Ministry of Research and Innovation
(416) 325-9333
	


Please note that the Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal Information in this form is collected under the authority of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Technology Act for the purpose of administering the International Strategic Opportunities Program. Questions about this information collection should be directed to Manager, Research Talent and Awards Unit, 56 Wellesley Street West, 7th Floor, Toronto, ON, M7A 2E7 or call (416) 314-8209.  
Appendix A:  Project Description

Examples of the type of material that could be included under each heading are provided below:

Facilitate excellent research of scientific importance 

· Provide a description of the international collaboration being proposed including its scientific importance and research excellence.

· How is the project world class, leading edge, breakthrough research?

· What are the major barriers or challenges that will be overcome through the project?

· Who is involved? What top tier scientists/research facilities are participating that illustrate how the project is international in scope?

· Provide a description of the interdisciplinary nature of the project.

· Will/has it leverage(d) additional federal and international research grants?
Increase Ontario’s long-term economic potential 
· Is the project concerned with a country identified as a priority in the guidelines?
· What are the future research developments in Ontario, including possible commercial applications?

· Is the private sector involved in the exchange and testing of research? Commercialization of ideas? Leveraging of funds?

· Will the research lead to the development of a new product or process?

· What is the potential for knowledge transfer and practical application?

· What is the impact on job creation?

· What is the impact on the exchange, collaboration and transfer of highly qualified people to industry?

· Are there any industry working relationships (partnerships, alliances and collaborations) represented in the initiative?

· Are company spin offs a possibility?

Attract and retain top international research talent in Ontario 

· Will the project draw top international research talent to Ontario?

· Will the project attract and retain Ontario highly qualified people in key sectors?

· Is a researcher (including both graduate and post-graduate) exchange or internship program a component of the project?

Enhance Ontario’s profile in the international research community 

· How will the project brand, raise and promote the research and commercialization image of Ontario? 
· How will the project communicate its scientific accomplishments and activities?

· How with the project increase science and technology collaborations between Ontario institutions and the global research community?
Appendix B: Project Lead and Partners

	Project Lead

	Project Lead 

Researcher: First Name:      
Middle Name:        Last Name:      
Organization:      
Role/Function Within Research Project: 

     
	Contact Information

Address Line 1:      
Address Line 2:      
City:       Prov.:        Postal:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Website:      

	Officer

First Name:      
Middle Name:        

Last Name:      
Title:      
	Contact information

Address Line 1:      
Address Line 2:      
City:       Prov.:        Postal:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Website:      

	Project Partners

	Researcher: First Name:      
Middle Name:        Last Name:      
Organization:      
Role/Function Within Research Project: 

     
	Address Line 1:      
Address Line 2:      
City:       Prov.:        Postal:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Website:      

	Researcher: First Name:      
Middle Name:        Last Name:      
Organization:      
Role/Function Within Research Project: 

     
	Address Line 1:      
Address Line 2:      
City:       Prov.:        Postal:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Website:      

	Researcher: First Name:      
Middle Name:        Last Name:      
Organization:      
Role/Function Within Research Project: 

     
	Address Line 1:      
Address Line 2:      
City:       Prov.:        Postal:      
Telephone:      
Fax:      
E-mail:      
Website:      
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Appendix C: Project Budget 

(See Appendix C Excel File)
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